“ers are self-taught although a sprin-~

* kling visited England for training. And

backgrounds. are surprisingly similar:
school teachers, bike shop mechanics
or those in-the axrcraft/aerospace in-
‘dustry :

This brief introduction leaves many ,

questions unanswered. Before deciding

on a particular. builder,. always ask, 1)

' What constitutes a frame? Are a fork
‘and headset included? 2) Are complete
bikes available? Some of these builders
have supplied this information, but
many haven'’t. Some offer special prices
on component packages. 3) What finish

~+is: used?- Some - builders:  offer  bare

. frames- only; others include quality
enamel pamt jobs in their base price.

The prices, materials and specifica- k
tions noted here were supphed by the"

builders themselves ‘and; we suspect,

re subJect to change . Prices listed are

average; the range can vary widely as
 delivery schedules. Several of these

builders offer brochures detailing their
work. If you d hke te correspond with

Hugh Enochs This 18-inch frame, built for awoman who ) /
legs, still uses 27-inch wheels. The frame: features lugless constructton and as opmg top

tube. (C Russell Wood photo)

‘I became interested frarne'build-
ing because of a strong interest in the

_technical aspect of the sport, because I
~ could not find frames that were meet-

ing my eycli g needs, becaus

-and because other friends of mine were

; ing frame building. I only build
frames ‘that cannot be purchased any-i :
where else.

“some bras brazmg, )
‘Prugnat lug ,21






robwilkesbigskydesign
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3 chaznwheel 8-spoke wheel ona pursuit
. frame Chec  the seat tube.

~ kffn'st man to fly under hxs own. power

~around that figure eight. I know how to
build the plane and will do it if the
finances permit before I get too old!”* -

~ Fifteen constructed, mcludmg one

ladles frame; 21- to 25-inch  frame

sizes; structural aircraft rivets for lugs, ‘

average cost “too much ” m volu 1e
- $400.. ‘

. Ken Knowles, Prospect Hill, Canaar,

“New Hampshire 03741. ' only make a
- few frames a year since my machine
shop: work is much more profitable. I
have made fixtures for every operatlon
and I believe my frames are as near
perfect as can be made.

. “*Here is an ‘example of the pains
_ that I take to ensure a strong frame.
~ When the stays are to be cut for free-

‘wheel clearance, the stays are reamed

and "an alloy steel tube mserted and

sxlver soldered.”’
- Ken Knowles, who has cycled for ten

'years ‘has an M.S. degree in engineer-

mg and has owned and operated a

Stznsmen Racing: Mzdsec on
constructzon ona tandem.

tlson produces his own
line of investiment cast dropouts and lugs as
well as frames. The dropouts shown hére =
wetgh but stx ounces, (Frank Peﬂey photo)

machine shop for the past five years.
He was previously involved in stress‘
I ana1y51s for ten years.

- Ten racing and touring blkes con-
structed to date; Reynolds 531 d.b. tub- -
ing; 18- to 27-inch frames; silver solder
used exclusively; Prugnat Special S
‘lugs; $300 average cost with 18 months

delivery time. :
Tom Ritchey, 914 Moreno Ave., Palo

Alto, California 94303. “‘My customers
most appreciate the personal appoint-

ment 1 have with them in order to build

them the exact frame they have ‘i

mmd

ard noncustom frames for touring and
racing in 1977, using the geometry and
dimensions my customers and 1 have

kbeen most satisfied with.

My interest is in racmg frames, ‘and
the name of that game is to make it
hghter and yet as strong. My frames;

on the average, are about Vs-pound -
lighter than other standard frames us--

M. Hartley The kead tubeis only2 2
inches in height. Lug is made. byMHCin:
Canada. (lel H uffman, Toronto, photo) i

‘‘However, Iplan to mtroduce stand-

f Keﬁ‘ Knowle

: area specialty.' )

plish this by
bracket she
by thmly fili

made of chrom >-moly an welghs

three ounces (11-cm le ngth),f
mg‘one-half pound

been racmg since 1971 and was '
Jumor World’s team in 1974,
Constructed 100 to date:

“peryear; Columbus or Reynolds tubing;

19- to 27. 5-inch frames sxlver soldered k

Ballard/ Gould C'ustom seat stay
arrangement. Cut-down lug remforce top. o
edge of tube
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Dan Sparrow: Fancy,

Iugs $350 with three months dehvery

Romic Cycle Co., Inc., Ray Gasiorow-

ski, 4434 Steffani Lane, Houston, Texas

77041 +‘Ray’s main goal in starting .
Romic Cycles was to offer Amencan .

‘cyclists well-constructed frames at rea-
'sonable prices. No shortcuts are taken

and his finished product is beattiful .
~and well-de81gned While he does build
‘ —,,many custom framesets, the company‘
 was primarily started to offer stock
frames of fine quality without having to

go the custom route, unless the individ-

ual has partxcular needs or has a size

. problem

“We offer frames, full blcycles, and =
daughter Deb h become qulteq

xpert at wheel building.
- Ray: Gas1orowsk1, 47, worked as a

design engineer for Schwinn for eight

* years and chief engineer at AMF Cycle

* Division for 15 years, Prior to that he

. was among the top—ten BAR cychsts in
1949, ’50, ’51 and '52. He was with the

;Spec1a1 Servxces in the U.s. Army and

: Tom thchey Note the unusual bottom :
: bracket remforcement :

Constfucted 1,400 frames to date,
now producmg 550 pe
38 G;eenbay
Illmoxs 60093 “Th S

‘way ocean voyage' —always west-bo d.
;and trans-Atlantxc. In past years the H

. (Contmued on

i brake brzdge with diamond 'tsz 10
buzlt with A.D Stump vertical dropouts, :Tubmg was Columbus L with SP fork
4/75-degre 2 angles, a37.5-inch. -
wheelbase, fixed seat postand ‘X’ ype




~ PRODUCTS
| P.0. Box 81208
San Diego, CA

$1.50 for each
PANT-SAVER . B

. 92138

| "',:Ex’rend the life
ofyour
. ’rubulcr (sew up) hres

Tire Life

. TireLife renews, potects, and

~ Ypreserves your tubUIorﬂre SideWolls Lk

: : Tu@sze is the besi cdheswe for
“attaching reinforcements o coslng

. and reaﬁczchlng bcse 1<:|pe or trecd :

stnp

; : Look for fhe cbove displqy at ybur
= - local Jevelot dea!er
Or wnfe for more

~ “I have seen four commermal frame

ibullders pack it in, in as many months.
~The reasons are boredom and being
: undercut by the backyarders.’

~ Dwight Safter has been a full-time

‘bike mechanic since 1966. He builds

Turin Group frames and does a handful :

“of his own frames on the side. “‘I try not *

to:do very radical geometries in the

‘belief that they don’t really respond
‘properly to the riding that th‘ ‘majority

of Americans actually do."
Constructed 23 to date,

Serotta Cycles, Ben Serotta,

~Avenue, Saratoga Springs, Ne

12866. ‘‘I've been producing fra

“about four years. Orlgmally

very small part of my work. Building
frames and operating my retail store,

i The B1ke Shop, at the same tlme pre- -




For the price |y o clhenb Tl b s
of something mediocre,  : e

‘arts (B.S., M.E.A. msculptur m ,eI ;

you can have the winner [ sl

“Stmsmen Racmg has been
and : repaxrmg sports andform
. Wi ‘

' ‘partlcularly diffic swW
‘ g‘of ike

as an'art teacher. o
- Constructed 36 to date
Uracmg, ‘2 tandems; build
- Super Vitus, Reynolds tub1
25-inch frames; silver solder on lugs S
brazed-on stays; Haden, Bocama lugs;
$225 without heads with two mon
fdehvery

Stout Racing and !
and Bob Stout

builder and does all aspects
constructlon from bluepri
sign to the final emery clo
Bob does most of the pa1 mg. Al
frames are clear-coated ov
and color. The Stouts are co-owt
‘Transition Cyclery in Salt Lake City
- Constructed 75 frames to date, p
ject 60 to 100 per year; Columbus
Reynolds tubing; 19- to 26-inch fram
 Prugnat S lugs; $325 w1th four we
delivery.
| Strawberry Racl :
‘Newlands; 510 N.W. Thn‘d
land, Oregon 97209 “Tam pa cularly
: mterested in the metallurglcal struc-

related to cycle frames
studying these areas

general cyclej‘ '
of Robergel,
AG VAR

sosToN . GUIDE to e
EAST COAST BICYCLE TRAIL

, 1S JUST OFF THE PRESS witH 21 HIGHY | | pendingon a
,  DETAILED TWO COLOR MAPS OF THIS BMM, b spec1a1

\eW Yore  R9AD BlcYrLe RoUTE FROM RICHMOND | ;
: ‘ ‘o’?v ’J-‘Z-n“i‘if—l? A £ czgfﬁ’?%ﬁfgﬁgm 1
PUIL DELPH'A A m L ARE S

/A ch
fSHaW mcf 14,95 PP,
MORE $3.00 APD EACH. D! amm mw

St INGTON [To: EAS EAST ;I%s;‘ ST BIcrclE E CONGRESS] 5300 ARR
lPLEASE SEND___COPIES OF THE mof IE
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